It’s Not If, it’s When

Termites have an important role in our environment by turning fallen trees back into soil with their persistent munching. But termites cannot tell the difference between a log in the woods and a board that is part of your house. Termite colonies can exist in any patch of soil, and any a home built on that soil could, if no chemical barriers are in place, become infested with termites the moment the first 2x4 appears. 
This is, of course, a bit of an exaguration. The time of year does play a role, but termite workers are always poking around looking for food. The Alabama Cooperative Extension System says that termites cause more destruction in our state than any other insect. It’s an unpleasant truth, but we are located in the area of highest termite activity, barring Hawaii. Be glad South Alabama is not Hawaii - a Formosan Termite in the islands can do so much damage that it is cheaper to knock down the house and rebuild it than to repair the damages.
So how fast can termites eat up a house in Lower Alabama? There is no hard and fast rule. A Formosan Termite colony, with 3 million workers, will do a lot more damage in less time than a colony of Eastern subterranean termites (the primary kind of termite for our area), which have a few hundred thousand or less workers. Drywood termites, with just several hundred to a couple thousand workers, can take years to cause major damages.There is no such thing as a termite-proof house, so long as there is wood, moisture, and wood-to-ground contact. You’re right - termites cannot eat through concrete, but they can, and will, discover every crack, gap, seam and split in the foundation of your home.
Termite Swarm season happens as winter gives a cousinly kiss to spring (it’s coming! it’s coming!). When temperatures get warmer during the day and stay fairly cool at night, the environment is priming colonies to send out swarmers (winged termites) to start a new colony. Evidence of termite activity, if it happens indoors, is usually clustered around sources of light, like windows, doors, or even the television glowing brightly in the night. Outside evidence can be found around flower beds and porches, but you shouldn’t assume termites came from your home. Swarmers found outside are a normal part of our environment, and can easily have been blown your way on the wind from a rotten stump in the woods.

This is where your pest control company comes into play. Your home is one of the most expensive investments you will make in your life. It is very wise to protect that investment with some sort of termite warranty. There are many options available for treatment, and each have pros and cons. Always ask your company what your home is being treated with and then do your own research. The internet is a most powerful tool; use it to inform yourself! 
There are many types of contracts or warranties for termite control. Many companies offer a “Re-treatment only” or a “Repair and Replacement” warranty. Warranties vary wildly from company to company so be sure to read both sides of the contract and know what kind of protection you have on your home. 

All good pest control companies will do an inspection of your property, a graph your home, and note any areas that are inaccessible. Most companies will also alert you to any structural or moisture problems that need to be corrected. Termite inspections differ depending on the kind of house you have and the kind of termite protection. If your home has bait stations, inspections may be quarterly; if you have had a chemical treatment, they could be yearly. Termite technicians are trained to identify issues before damage is done to your home, so take advantage of that expertise.
Termite detecting dogs are a fairly new tool used by termite companies to locate termites. Dogs are able to smell termites that would not be visible to a human inspector. Methane gas is produced by protozoa in termite digestive tracts that aid ingestion of cellulose materials (wood, carboard, etc.). That little tiny chemical reaction is detectable by trained dogs. 
Termite damage can be managed with knowledge, a little effort and a good partnership with your termite company. If you have a bug question, please send it to me at celeste@hadleypestcontrol.com. 
