Termite Questions

Let’s be clear: it’s not if your home gets termites, it’s when, where and how extensive is the damage when they are found. This little southeastern corner of our great U S of A is runover with termites. We are second in the nation as far as termite activity is concerned, behind Hawaii.  In Hawaii, a termite colony can demolish a house in 3 months. Seriously!
Let’s touch on the two main types of termites found in our area. Yes, there are other kinds but they are not quite as prevalent as: the Native Eastern Subterranean Termites and Formosan Termites. The difference between these two termites can be best imagined by the following metaphor – our native termites are a 1976 Volkswagen Beetle and Formosan termites are a 2009 Lamborghini Gallardo. Our native colonies are smaller, both in actual size and in number of individuals, less hardy and less aggressive. Formosans have huge colonies, are very aggressive about finding new food sources and can last out of the soil hours longer than native termites.
Formosan subterranean termites were first found in Alabama in 1987. Mobile and Baldwin counties have the highest number of Formosan termite infestations and their distribution should considered widespread posing a threat to consumers. We, as a company, have seen them all over, from Spanish Fort to Elberta. Formosans are here, but don’t panic – you have a termite warranty (hopefully).

A termite warranty, some folks call it a “bond” but that’s not technically correct so we’re going to call it a warranty, is the premier obstacle to termite invasion. A good warranty will protect your home against active termites, excepting aerial infestations. An aerial infestation of termites happens when a roof has allowed sufficient moisture to build up so that termites do not have to go to soil for water. Usually there’s a roof leak or a chimney flashing problem, or hurricane damage that causes water to collect. Short of keeping your home in good repair, there is no way to protect your home from aerial termites. Period. Anyone who tells you differently, you should regard with caution.
There are different types of termite warranties. Some will cover Formosan termites and some will not. Some will cover repairs to the home and some will not. It is up to you, as the homeowner, to determine your comfort level with the type of termite protection you purchase for your home. You really should regard your termite coverage as your insurance policy against termites. Your regular homeowner’s insurance typically does not cover termites, which is why you get a termite warranty from a company you trust.
Bear in mind that while there are different kinds of termite warranties, there are also many kinds of termite treatments. The reason that this is important for you, the homeowner, to understand is because it affects you (and your wallet) directly. All chemicals have life span, in chemistry we call it a half-life. The life span of the chemical that your home is treated with determines how often your home must be treated in the future, thus how much you spend on termite protection over the years. There are 1, 5, and 9 year chemicals out on the market today. The days of chlordane, that lasted 15 – 20 years, are l o n g gone. The shorter the life span of the chemical is the more often your home must be treated. With more frequent treatments, you spend more money and chemical must be thrust into the environment more often. Always, always, ALWAYS! Ask what your home is going to be treated with and then jump on Google! Most all of the chemical manufacturers have websites designed with you in mind. Get your information straight from the source. This is the Electronic Age, folks, let’s use it!
The information here is all fine and dandy. But, there are some of you I can still hear wondering if you need a termite warranty in the first place. To which I have to ask, how much is your home worth? How much are you willing to spend to have it repaired? Will the costs of the repairs be more than termite protection would have cost in those years? We can only guess. To those people I say, you are gambling with your home and investment. Save the gambling for Biloxi and protect yourself. In a world where the bugs out number us 4 plus million to 1, the odds are not in your favor.
